PARTICIPANTS
A total of 8 (1 male, 7 female) athletic training students enrolled in an athletic training professional program during fall 2018. The subjects varied in the level of the athletic training professional program (5 sophomores, 2 juniors, and 1senior). The sampling scheme used was convenience sampling with groups stratified to balance demographic variables (gender and year in the athletic training professional program).
INTERVENTION
Students were observed during a patient encounter with a standardized patient by two researchers using a modified CalgaryCambridge Observation Guide-Medical Skills Evaluation during baseline, post-, and repeated post-testing. The experimental group received six training sessions of communication skills training with each consisting of two hours (thirty minutes of presenting and discussing the skills within each task of the evaluation form (one task per session), thirty minutes viewing videotapes of appropriate interpersonal communication skills during a patient encounter, thirty minutes of practicing the skills in the session utilizing role play with partners, and thirty minutes for questions and answers).
MAIN OUTCOME MEASUREMENT
Demographic information included gender, year in the athletic training program, previous communication training, and GPA. Total scores on the modified Calgary-Cambridge Observation Guide-Medical Skills Evaluation were calculated using a Repeated Measures Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) to determine the impact interpersonal communication skills training had on an athletic training student's interpersonal communication skills during a patient encounter at baseline, posttesting, and repeated post-testing. Selfassessment forms were completed by the subjects following their patient encounters during baseline and post-testing. Descriptive and pattern coding were used to identify categories and themes from the data to develop themes and categories as to application of communication skills into clinical practice and athletic training students' perceptions with interpersonal communication skills.
